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T he Congress of the Trade Un-

ion International (TUI) Chem-

istry and Energy was held in Tri-

vandrum, the capital of the state 

of Kerala, India, on September 11 

and 12, 2018. 

TUI are the professional organizations of 

WFTU, an international class trade union 

organization which CGT FNIC joined in 

2014, or rather re-joined because  CGT 

had been affiliated to WFTU until 1995. 

The Indian state of 

Kerala is led by a co-

alition of leftist-

oriented parties, led 

by the Indian Com-

munist Party, PCI-M. 

The trade union or-

ganization that welcomed us in 

India, CITU, is a progressive  

class and mass organization, 

like CGT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Solidarity among the population, estab-

lished as a principle of life, has made it  

possible for thousands of people to be 

rescued during the recent floods, even 

though the central government of India 

intended to punish the people of Kerala 

on the reason that the Communists are in 

power : it had refused to provide any help 

to this population, heavily affected by this 

unprecedented disaster. 
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Des Industries Chimiques 

The Kerala Government policy 

today allows the inhabitants of 

this state: 

 To benefit from a complete-

ly free health system, 

 To have a life expectancy 

much higher than the Indian 

average, 

 To also have a level of remu-

neration higher than in the 

rest of India, 

 To be able to benefit from 

electricity in 100% of house-

holds. 



The congress of the new TUI 

Chemistry & Energy gathered  

more than 130 delegates from 27 

countries. Foreign delegates to 

India, from different parts of the 

world, were over 60. 

 

This congress, which marked the rebirth 

of the TUI Chemistry and Energy, also 

decided that FNIC CGT would take the 

leadership of this organization. 

This TUI will have the responsi-

bility to federate worldwide 

claims and actions of employees 

of the chemical, petrochemical, 

oil industries, energy, water, 

pharmaceutical industry, plas-

tics and rubber. 

The rich debates of this congress made it 

possible to fix the main political orienta-

tions of the TUI for the coming years. 

Very first, the organizations there pre-

sent recalled their common will to fight 

against capitalism and to defend the re-

sponse to the needs of the populations. 

The fight for peace and international soli-

darity will also be essential elements of 

our struggle. 

 

Nationalization of key sectors of the 

economy, universal social security, mini-

mum wages to live decently, profession-

al equality, reduction of working hours, 

retirement at 60, trade union freedom  

are also part of the benchmarks set by 

the congress. 

FNIC CGT intervened in this 

congress by making concrete 

proposals in terms of function-

ing but also by recalling the val-

ues and objectives that guide our 

daily action. 
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For FNIC, it is necessary to share a com-

mon analysis of the general situation, the 

determining character of  the  

relations of production on all the other di-

mensions of our societies. 

We live differently in our countries, we 

have different histories, different cultures, 

different homes and different resources.  

But during our meetings and our workers' 

congresses, we realize that we are evolv-

ing and living in an identical framework 

all over the planet, determined by the ex-

tension of the market to all the compo-

nents of our lives, determined by the ex-

travagant accumulation of wealth by a tiny 

part of the population that, as a result, 

dominates economically and culturally 

the largest part of humanity. It is this capi-

talist straitjacket that is the root of all the 

problems we are discussing together. 

Organizing ourselves in TUI al-

lows us to set concrete and 

achievable goals on what we want 

in the professional fields that 

bring us together. The policy pa-

per and action plan that have 

been adopted at the convention 

must not be documents that will 

be stored or displayed as relics.  

On the contrary, these documents must 

become working documents, used daily 

by our activists, our organizations, to lead 

the ideological battle with the workers 

and share with them the objectives that 

we set. 

For FNIC CGT, the action of the 

TUI should not be limited to 

meetings of its leaders : we must 

gradually manage to put the un-

ions of the different continents in 

direct relationship, starting with 

those of the multinationals, then 

those of the same professional 

fields. These contacts must be es-

tablished and facilitated by mod-

ern communication technologies, 

that make it possible to work ef-

fectively even remotely.  
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The TUI will also have an official 

and regular publication, placed 

on social networks, distributed 

at the workers' level, which will 

show the struggles in the differ-

ent countries and the progress of 

the action plans that we decide 

in congress. 

Then, FNIC regularly organizes sympo-

sia and international conferences on our 

professional fields, oil, chemistry, rub-

ber , plastics and pharmaceutical indus-

tries. We will make these events availa-

ble to the TUI so that to further enlarge 

them and enrich the reflections of the 

TUI. 

Finally, we will organize global action 

initiatives, such as a day of mobiliza-

tion on the issue of water, oil, or the 

rubber industry. These initiatives will 

gradually move beyond the mere 

stage of symbolic or media initiatives, 

to become initiatives of real action, 

with a concrete impact on the econo-

my of our sectors . 

Big capital is globally organized, and its 

vital mastery, that it intends to keep on 

the major structuring areas of the econo-

my such as chemistry, water, energy, 

makes our TUI Chemistry-Energy an or-

ganization with great responsibilities. 

Thus, we must structure ourselves in an 

exemplary way. This is the meaning of 

the election by the congress of a restrict-

ed executive committee.  

But the organization alone can do 

nothing. It is the action it will lead that 

will be decisive. We must try every-

thing to implement the model of socie-

ty that we defend, the only one to be a 

carrier of the future for Humanity. 

 

THE WILL IS THERE.  

LET'S TAKE ACTION! 
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